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maternal grandfathers. The privilege which they enjoyed of
marrying their daughters to the Kulins, while it approximated
them to the Kulins, did not degrade the latter. They constituted
& connecting link between the newly-made nobles and the other
aboriginal Brahmans. Bullal Sen, when he created the new
heraldry, laid down the rule, that Kulins may not marry the
daughters of subordinate Kulins or any other families except
the Shatriya, without forfeiting their title. The infraction of
this disqualifying rule is followed by the dissolution of the
Kul. Thus we see that misalliance only could break up and
dissolve what was indissoluble and invulnerable in other res-
pects, and by other causes, "While transgression of the moral
law could not affect the title of the Kulin, on the Shastric prin-
ciple that he does not forfeit his superiority even if he
takes the most filthy food, a lawful but unequal marriage
was considered a sufficient cause for its forfeiture. This strange
dictum has not been inoperative. The Kulins being admit-
tedly the nobles of the land, matrimonial alliances with them
have invariably been, eagerly sought for by all classes of the
Brahmans. Being at a premium in the hymeneal market,
the Kulins did not fail to make the circumstance subservient to
their interests. They set up a graduated scale of fees upon their
acceptance of the hand of the bride, in proportion to the
risk they ran of forfeiting their title. They demanded a lesser
price from Shrotreyas than from inferior Brahmans, but their
avarice has always preferred the latter to the former.

Thus the Kulins, in nine cases out of ten, marry gold, instead
of youth, or beauty, or accomplishments. They convert their
Kul into their capital, with which they go on trading to the
end of their lives. It represents not only shares, but sub-
stance. It constitutes funded and landed wealth, and all the
resources with which they can eke out an income.

Although a misalliance dissolves a Kuliu's Kul, yet his de-
scendants of the first, second, third, and fourth generations are
not at once degraded to the level of the Bhongshos, or herd
of common Brahmans; but in consideration of their distin-
guished filiation, they fire treated with some distinction. The
immediate offspring of such a family are denominated the
sons of a Swakrito-bhcmgo, or self-broken Kulin. They are
considered as a second grade, and rank only next to the, pure
Kulins ; the second generation rank as the third class, and
the third generation as the fourth class.

The Brahmans hitherto referred to, are those who are
settled in the Kaur country, and hence are called Mairya